Library of Congress

Travels through the interior parts of America, by
Thomas Anburey, lieutenant in the army of General
Burgoyne; with a foreward by Major-General William
Harding Carter ...Volume 1

TRAVELS THROUGH THE INTERIOR PARTS OF AMERICA IN TWO VOLUMES
VOLUME |

2 194/2133

FIVE HUNDRED AND SEVENTY-FIVE COPIES OF THIS EDITION WERE PRINTED AT
THE RIVERSIDE PRESS IN CAMBRIDGE, MASSACHUSETTS, U.S.A., IN SEPTEMBER,
1923, OF WHICH FIVE HUNDRED AND TWENTY-FIVE ARE TO BE SOLD.

THIS IS NUMBER 549
MAP for the INTERIOR TRAVELS through AMERICA delineating the March of the ARMY.

TRAVELS THROUGH THE INTERIOR PARTS OF AMERICA BY THOMAS ANBUREY
LIEUTENANT IN THE ARMY OF GENERAL BURGOYNE WITH A FOREWORD BY
MAJOR-GENERAL WILLIAM HARDING CARTER VOLUME |

LC
BOSTON AND NEW YORK HOUGHTON MIFFLIN COMPANY
The Riverside Press Cambridge

1923
E163 A53 1923

Travels through the interior parts of America, by Thomas Anburey, lieutenant in the army of General Burgoyne; with a foreward by
Major-General William Harding Carter ...Volume 1 http://www.loc.gov/resource/lhbtn.0987a



Library of Congress

COPYRIGHT, 1923, BY HOUGHTON MIFFLIN COMPANY
ALL RIGHTS RESERVED

DEC 22 '23

© CIA 765607

FOREWORD
EHS 9 Jan. 1924

SEVERAL years ago while delving in Virginia history, | found in the Library of Congress
“Travels through the Interior Parts of America. By an Officer.” Upon examining the work

| was amazed to find it embraced in a series of letters an intimate and detailed account

of Burgoyne's expedition, including the experiences of the captured British and Hessian
soldiers during their march to Boston, and thence to Charlottesville, Virginia, where they
were held as prisoners of war until the close of hostilities. The author, Lieutenant Thomas
Anburey, recorded his observations of Canadians, Indians, and Americans in turn, and his
impressions make most interesting reading nearly a century and a half later.

Considering that Lieutenant Anburey had been trained for the Army, it is remarkable how
cleverly he appraised America, its forests, lands, animals, game, fruits, and foods, its
roads, or lack of roads, and the qualities and habits of its people. His pen has preserved
for us, in fascinating detail, the personal observations and incidents of the writer's travels
on foot for more than a thousand miles from Montreal to Virginia.

Lieutenant Anburey's book first appeared in England in 1789. A French translation was
published vi in France in 1790, and republished in 1792 and in 1793 with very definite
reference to the disaster incident to paper-money issues. A German translation was
published in Berlin in 1792. In those days it was regarded as a mine of current information.
Now, after lying dormant for considerably more than a century, it has been rediscovered,
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as it were, and presents us with a vivid picture of America in Revolutionary days. The
republication of Lieutenant Anburey's letters should be welcomed by all students of early
American history.

William Harding Carter, Major-General United States Army.

TRAVELS THROUGH THE INTERIOR PARTS OF AMERICA IN A SERIES OF
LETTERS BY AN OFFICER IN TWO VOLUMES

Ti O?#, 2 #1? ??7HOH HHPHHE HOHH? UM HOH, I HHOH? | HE? HOHH? HU H20H 4.
Demosth. Olynth.
VOLUME |

TO THE RIGHT HONORABLE THE EARL OF HARRINGTON, VISCOUNT
PETERSHAM, AND COLONEL OF THE TWENTY-NINTH-REGIMENT OF FOOT.

MY LORD,

HAVING had the honor to serve under your Lordship, it was my fortune, in common with
all who were in the same situation, to become attached to your Lordship by personal
obligations; and it is a consequence which | hope will be thought equally natural, that |
should take this occasion to acknowledge them.

In laying before the Public uncommon scenes of difficulty, danger and distress, | might be
further tempted, had | talents for the undertaking, to particularize the unremitting fortitude,
which, in several of the most trying instances, distinguished your Lordship's conduct: but
examples of bravery, though none can be more conspicuous than those your Lordship
shewed, abound in every class of a British army: more rare though not less worthy of
imitation, is the sort of attachment your Lordship has always shewn to your corps.

X
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It has been your praise, my Lord, when out of the field, to forego the pleasures which high
rank, fortune, youth, and accomplishments opened to your view, and to brave the severity
of climate, through tedious winters, in mere military fellowship.

In retired quarters, you found the care of your men to be at once the true preparation for
your country's service, and a most gratifying enjoyment to your own benevolence: while
on their parts, they considered their leader as their best friend and benefactor. Discipline
was thus placed upon a basis that mechanical valor can never establish, upon a principle
worthy of troops who can think and feel, confidence and gratitude.

Duly impressed with these and many other of your virtues — many more than you would
permit me.to enumerate; | have the honor to be My Lord, Your Lordship's most obedient,
And most devoted Humble Servant, THOMAS ANBUREY.

SUBSCRIBERS TO THE WORK

HIS ROYAL HIGHNESS — THE DUKE OF YORK

HIS ROYAL HIGHNESS — PRINCE WILLIAM HENRY

HIS ROYAL HIGHNESS — THE DUKE OF GLOUCESTER
HIS ROYAL HIGHNESS — THE DUKE OF CUMBERLAND
A

HIS Grace — The Duke of Argyle

The Right Hon. — The Earl of Altamont

The Right Hon. — Lord Audley
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The Hon. Lady — Harriet Ackland

His Excellency — Baron D'Alvensleben
THE ROYAL REGIMENT OF ARTILLERY.
Lieut. Col. Walker

— Johnston

Major Williams

— Lemoine

— Blomefield

Captain Houghton

— Dysart

— Willington

— Whitworth

— Collier

— Remington

— Howarth

— Hadden

Lieut. Reed
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— Neville
— Sutton

Surgeon Mr. Wild

Xii

Major Affleck, — Portland-Street
Capt. Armstrong, (8 Regt. of Foot)
James Abel, Esq. — Cloak-Lane
John Adams, Esq.

Alexander Adair, Esq. — Pall Mall
Mrs. Towers Allen, — Queen's-Square
Mr. A. C. Arnold, — Lowestoff

Mr. Rd. Aldridge, — Bristol

Mr. Wm. Austin, — Idol-Lane
Ainsley's Library, — Edinburgh
Andrews's Library, — Worcester
Mr. Axtell, — Cornhill

James P. Andrews, Esq.

Amicable Society, — Northampton
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B

The Rt. Hon. — The Earl of Buckinghamshire
The Rt. Hon. — The Earl of Barrymore
The Rt. Hon. — The Earl of Balcarres

The Rt. Hon. — The Countess of Balcarres
The Rt. Hon. — The Earl of Breadalbane
The Rt. Hon. — Viscount Barrington

The Rt. Hon. — Viscount Beauchamp

The Rt. Hon. — Lord Brownlow

— Braddyll, Esq.

Mrs. Braddyll

Sir Robert Barker, Bart.

Sir William Augustus Brown, Bart.

Richard Benyon, Esqg. M.P.

General Burgoyne

Dr. Brocklesby, — Norfolk-Street

Lieut. Col. Bowyer, (66 Regt.)
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Capt. Bell, (19 Reqt.)

Lieut. Col. Balllie, — Edinburgh

Capt. Bowen, Independent Comp.

Capt. Barrette, — Doncaster, (100 Regt.)
Lieut. Budworth, (72 Regt.)

Richard Barwell, Esqg. M.P.

— Blomfield, Esq.

John Bax, Esq. — Preston, Kent

Xiii

John Benjafield, Esq. — Parliament-Street
Thomas Beardmore, Esq. — Temple

Mr. John Berry, — Canterbury-Square
The Rev. Mr. Bowcher, — Piccadilly
George Biggins, Esq. — Essex-Street
Ynyr Burgess, Esq. — East India House
The Rev. Dr. Bate, — Walton

Lieut. Bartlet, (Royal Engineers) — Chatham

Mr. Broughton, — Treasury
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Mr. John Breadhower, — Portsmouth
Mr. Barnikle, — Plymouth

Mr. Burtenshaw's Library, — Brighthelmstone
Thomas Bowes, Esq.

Mr. Bull's Library, — Bath

Mr. Thomas Batchelor, — Bristol

Mr. Beazeley, — Black-Friars Road
Mr. J. B. Becket, — Bristol

John Bourchier, Esgq. — Ipswich

Mr. Barrukel

Rob. Barrett, Esq. — London

Capt. Arthur Buttell, — Marines
James Betts, Esq. — Essex-Street
Wm. Butler, Esq. — Gresse-Street
Mr. Baker's Library, — Southampton
Mr. Barry's Library, — Hastings

C
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The Rt. Hon. — The Earl of Chesterfield
The Rt. Hon. — The Earl of Carlisle
The Rt. Hon. — The Earl of Cholmondeley
The Rt. Hon. — The Earl of Camden
The Rt. Hon. — The Earl of Cavan

The Rt. Hon. — Lord Craven

The Rt. Hon. — Lord Clifford

The Rt. Hon. — Lord Carberry

The Rt. Hon. — Lord Cathcart

The Rt. Hon. — Lord Fred. Campbell
Sir Wm. Clerke, Bart.

Sir Hy. Gough Calthorpe,

Sir Henry Clinton, K.B.

Xiv

General Christie, — Leicester-Square
Major Campbell, (24 Regt. of Foot)

Capt. Cotter, (103 Reqgt.)

Bryan Cooke, Esq.
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Mrs. Cooke

Wm. Cowden, Esq. — Meuse

Ralph Clayton, Esq.

Richard Crofts, Esq. — Pall Mall

The Rev. Mr. Cove, — Helstone

Mrs. Casement, — ditto

James Crowdy, Esgq. — Swindon, Wilts
Mr. Jos. Colborne, Surgeon, — Brentwood
Mr. Edm. Cotterell, — Cold Bath Fields
Mr. James Cooper, — Swithin's-Lane

Dr. Cockall

Mr. Thomas Conder, — Aldersgate-Street
The Rev. Mr. Crutwell, — Oakingham
James Cobb, Esq. — East India House
Mr. Crawford's Library, — Brighthelmstone
Jos. Chew, Esq. Sec. for India Affairs, — North America William Curtis, Esq. — London

Lieut. Crichton, (31 Regt.) — Gosport
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J. Croft, Esq.

D

His Grace — The Duke of Devonshire

The Rt. Hon. — The Earl of Derby

The Rt. Hon. — The Earl of Dartmouth

The Rt. Hon. — The Earl of Donegal

The Rt. Hon. — The Countess of Darnley

The Rt. Hon. — Viscount Duncannon

The Rt. Hon. — Viscount Dalrymple

The Rt. Hon. — Lord Ducie

The Rt. Hon. — Lord Dorchester

Colonel Dundas

Lieut. Will. Dalton, (Royal Navy) — Rotherhithe
Lieut. Col. Delancey, Margaret-Street, Cavendish-Square
Major Dalrymple, (49 Regt. of Foot)

Capt. Duncan

Richard Dowding, Esq. — Shadwell
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Mr. George Dixon, — Wooburne

Mr. John Dew, — Shenfield

Mr. B. U. Dowson, — Geldeston

The Rev. D. Davies, — Macclesfield

Dulot and Owen's Library, — Brighthelmstone
Mess. Downes and March, — Yarmouth

The Rev. H. Bate Dudley, Bradwell

Rich. Jles Dimsdale, Esq.

E

The Rt. Hon. — The Earl of Effingham

The Rt. Hon. — The Earl of Eglingtoune

The Rt. Hon. — The Earl of Euston

The Rt. Hon. — Lord Elphinstone

Sir James Erskine, Bart. — Cavendish-Square
THE ROYAL ENGINEERS.

Major General Sir William Greene, Bart.

Lieut. Col. Moncrief
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Capt. Twiss

Capt. Rudyard

Lieut. Beatson

— Courture

— Bartlett

Mrs. Edgar, — Percy-Street

Mrs. Edwards, — Savage-Gardens

Mr. Thomas Evans, — Minories

=

The Rt. Hon. — The Earl of Fauconberg
The Rt. Hon. — Viscount Falmouth

The Rt. Hon. — Viscount Fielding

The Rt. Hon. — Charles James Fox
The Rt. Hon. — M. Fitzpatrick

FIRST (OR KING'S) REGIMENT OF DRAGOON GUARDS.
General Sir George Howard, K.B.

Lieut. Col. Vyse
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Capt. Trotter
XVi

Lieut. Hawley

— Syer

— Beckford

— Serjeantson

— Need Cornet Hamilton

FIRST REGIMENT OF FOOT GUARDS.
Colonel Bertie

— Strickland

— Hon. Francis Needham

— Hon. H. F. Stanhope

— Sir Charles Asqill, Bart.
FIFTEENTH REGIMENT OF FOOT.
Lieut. Gen. Sir Wm. Fawcett

Lieut. Col. Myers

Capt. Madden

— Ditmas
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— Paumier

— Spencer

— Gordon

— Brown

— Cockburne

Lieut. Ball

— Stopford

Ensign Barnard

— Mc Donald

Qr. Master Watkins

Surgeon Mr. Anderson
FORTY-SIXTH REGIMENT OF FOOT.
Lieut. Col. Hon. Colin Lindsay
Major Leighton

Capt. Bell

— Wale

Lieut. Lloyd
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— James

— Dallas

XVii

FORTY-SEVENTH REGIMENT OF FOOT.
Lieut. Col. Irving

Major Coote

— Alcock

— Aubrey

Capt. Sir Henry Marr

— Featherstone

Lieut. Johnson

— Hill

— Baldwin

— Mc Lean

FORTY-EIGHTH REGIMENT OF FOOT.
Lieut. Col. Hedges

Major D'Arcy

Major Campbell
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Capt. Jones

Lieut. Jones

— Roberts

Ensign Beevor

— Power

Colonel Forbes, — Arlington-Street

Lieut. Col. Forster, (66 Regt. Foot)
Thomas Forsyth, Esq. — New Bond-Street
Cuthbert Fisher, Esq. — Tower

J. Flint, Esq. — Shrewsbury

Mr. Fletcher, — Liverpool 2 sets

Mr. Forrest, — St. Martin's-Lane

Rose Fuller, Esq. — Wigmore-Street
Walter Farquhar, Esq. — Great Marlborough-Street
Mr. Firmin, — Strand

Thomas Fortune, Esq. — London

Mr. Fenno's Library, — Colchester
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G

His Grace — The Duke of Grafton
His Grace — The Duke of Gordon
The Rt. Hon. — Earl Grosvenor
Xviii

The Rt. Hon. — Earl of Glasgow
The Rt. Hon. — Lord Gage
General Gordon

Capt. Gwynn

Lieut. Gordon, — Parliament-Street
— Grant, Esq.

Richard Gray, Esq. — Pall Mall
Mrs. Gibson, — Hertford-Street
Samuel Greaves, Esq. — Manchester
The Rev. Mr. Gryll, — Helstone

Mr. T. Gryll, ditto

Thomas Glynn, Esq.

The Rev. Mr. Gilbert, — Helstone
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Mr. Gardner, — London

H

His Grace — The Duke of Hamilton
The Rt. Hon. — The Earl of Huntingdon
The Rt. Hon. — The Earl of Harrington
The Rt. Hon. — The Earl of Harcourt
The Rt. Hon. — The Earl of Hertford
The Rt. Hon. — Lord Howard

The Rt. Hon. — Lord Hawke

The Rt. Hon. — Lord Hawkesbury

The Rt. Hon. — Lord Heathfield

The Rt. Hon. — Lord Hood

The Rt. Hon. — Lord Archibald Hamilton
The Rt. Hon. — Lord Spencer Hamilton
Sir Watts Horton, Bart.

The Hon. Mrs. Horton

The Hon. Lady Horton
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The Rev. Mr. Horton

The Hon. Mr. Heneage

Mr. Harman, Princes-Street, opposite the Mansion-House
THE ROYAL REGIMENT OF HORSE GUARDS.

The Rt. Hon. — General Conway

Col. Balthwayt

Capt. Milnes

XiX

Capt. Chaplin

— Jefferson

Col. Harnage, — Parliament-Street
Major Hawker, — ditto

Capt. Hanchett

Capt. Hardy

Major Haines, — Hampshire

Mr. Hall, Surgeon, (51 Reqgt.)

The Rev. Mr. Hornby

Mrs. Hindes, — Hertford-Street
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John Hawkins, Esq. — Helstone

James Watson Hull, Esq. — Belvedere, Ireland
Trevor Hull, Esq. — Greek-Street

Mr. Hinckes, — Great Portland-Street

Mr. John Harding, — Strand

Mr. Hollyoake, — Red Lion-Square

Mr. Harris, — St. Mary Axe

Anthony Highmore, Esq. ditto

Edward Heylin, Esq. — Islington

Mr. Hope, — Upper Seymour-Street, Cavendish-Square
Benj. Henshaw, Esq — Hodsdon

Thomas Hodgson, Esqg. — Bristol

Mess. Haydon and Sons, — Plymouth

The Gentlemens Book Club — at Helstone
Col. Hill, (late of the 9th Regt.) — Helstone
Capt. Richard Hill, — Helstone

William Hoste, Esq. Barwick
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Mr. George Hall, — Star-Office, Exeter-Street

I

The Rt. Hon. — The Earl of Jersey

Lieut. Col. Jacques, (51 Regt. of Foot)

Sir John Johnson, Superintendant to the Indians in Canada
Col. Jessop, — Fludyer-Street

Lieut. Jones, — Lower Brook-Street

Gen. Johnson

Alex. Irvine, Esq. — Berner's-Street

Mr. Richard Johns, — Helstone
XX

Mr. Johnson, — Piccadilly

Mr. Samuel Johnson, — Bristol

K

The Rt. Hon. — Lord Kensington
Lieut. Col. Kingston, (28 Regt. of Foot)
Capt. Kempthorne, — Helstone

— Kellett, Esq. — Russel-Street, Covent-Garden
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John Keene, Esq. — Mansion-House
Mr. James Kerby, — London
Mr. Charles Knight, — Windsor

Mr. Frederic Kanmacher

His Grace — The Duke of Leeds

The Rt. Hon. — The Marquiss of Lansdown
The Rt. Hon. — The Marquiss of Lothain
The Rt. Hon. — The Earl Ludlow

The Rt. Hon. — Lord Lovaine

The Hon. — Robert Lindsay

The Hon. — Capt. John Lindsay

The Hon. — Hugh Lindsay

Sir Michael Le Fleming, Bart. — Hertford-Street
General Lambton, — Harley-Street

Paul Le Mesurier, Esq. — M.P. — Walbrook

Charter Layton, Esq. — Drayton
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Mr. Loxley, — Poultry

Mr. Losack, — Wigmore-Street

Mr. John Lee, — Black-Friars

Mr. Leigh, — Thorndon

Mr. John Lees, — Brentford

M

His Grace — The Duke of Marlborough
His Grace — The Duke of Montrose
The Rt. Hon. — Viscount Mount Edgecumbe
The Rt. Hon. — Viscount Molesworth
The Rt. Hon. — Viscount Melbourne
The Rt. Hon. — Viscount Mountstuart

The Rt. Hon. — Lord Milford
XXi

Richard Master, Esg. M.P. — Charles-Street, Berkley-Sq.
J. Madocks, Esq. (Coldstream Regt. Gds.) Bedford-Street
Major Money, — Norwich

Capt. Mc. Kinnon, — (63 Reqgt.) Ireland
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Capt. Robert Mc. Crea, — Guernsey
Cuthbert Mashiter, Esq. — Romford
Edward Mason, Esg. — Spital-Fields

The Rev. Mr. Mingin, — Golden-Square
Mr. Mackreth, — Scotland-Yard

Mr. Joseph Mitchell, — Helstone

J. Milbanke, Esq.

The Rev. Dr. Morgan, — St. James's-Square
James Madden, Esq. — St. Albans-Street
Thomas Maude, Esq. — Temple

Mr. Mc Leish's Library, Edinburgh

N

His Grace — The Duke of Northumberland
THE NINTH REGIMENT OF FOOT.

Lieut. Col. Campbell

Major Ritchie

Capt. Balillie
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— Hoey

— Buchannan
— Spencer

— Vincent

— Timms

— Murray

— Piercy

— Rose

— Mc Lean
Lieut. Reynolds
— Mitchell

— Fatio

Ensign James Rose
— Duffe

— Dalziel

— Burbridge
XXii

Ensign O'Connor
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— Keightley

— Wolfe

Chaplain — The Rev. Mr. Clewlow

THE ROYAL NAVY.

Admiral Montague

Capt. Dacres

— Hardy

— Schanks

Lieut. Wm. Dalton

— Wm. Bentick

Mrs. Newberry, — St. Paul's Church-Yard
@)

Sir George Osborn, Bart. Charles-Street, Berkley-Square
James Ormsby, Esq. — Dublin

P

His Grace — The Duke of Portland

Her Grace — The Dutchess of Portland
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The Rt. Hon. — The Earl of Plymouth

The Rt. Hon. — The Earl of Powis

The Rt. Hon. — Viscount Palmerstone

The Rt. Hon. — Lord Pelham

The Rt. Hon. — Lord Petre

The Hon. — Mr. Petre, Grosvenor-Square
The Hon. — Mr. G. Petre, Somerset-Street
The Hon. — Thomas Pelham, Stretton-Street
The Hon. — General Parker

Gen. Pitt, — Tenterden-Street

Capt. Peacock, — (17 Regt. of Foot)

Mr. Pugh, — Poultry

Mrs. Piozzi, — Hanover-Square

Mr. Phillips, Somersetshire

Mr. Thomas Powell, — Terace, Buckingham-Street
Mr. Parnell, — Church-Street, Spital-Fields

Capt. Walter Prosser, — Ireland
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Palmer and Merrick's Library, — Oxford

Xxiii

Mr. Powell, Newgate-Street

Punchard and Jermyns's Library, Ipswich
Thomas Boothby Parkyns, Esq.

Thomas Paulk, Esq.

R

The Rt. Hon. — The Earl of Radnor

The Rt. Hon. — Lord Rivers

The Rt. Hon. — Lord Rodney

The Rt. Hon. — Lord Rawdon

Sir Matthew White Ridley, Bart. — Portland-Place
Capt. Reed, — (103 Reqt.)

Mr. Robson, — Princes-Street, Hanover-Square
Mr. Alexander Roberts, — Red Lion-Square
John Rogers, Esq. — Helstone

E. Read, Esg. Chester

George Rome, Esq. Mount-Street
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John Le Chevalier Roome, Esq. — London-Road
Mr. Rush, — Fountain-Street

Alexander Raby, Esq. — Cobham

Mrs. Raby

Mr. Robinson, — Cornhill

S
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Major William Young

PREFACE

THE following letters were written to gratify private friendship, and would never have
been intruded upon the Public, but from the entreaties of some of the most respectable
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Subscribers to the Work, who flattered the Author, that as they contained much authentic
information, relative to America, little known on this side of the Atlantic, they could not fail
of being interesting to the Public.

Their style and manner will clearly evince them to be the actual result of a familiar
correspondence, and by no means void of those inaccuracies necessarily arising from the
rapid effusions of a confessedly inexperienced Writer, which will scarcely be wondered at,
by those who consider how widely different are the qualifications necessary to form the
Soldier and the Author.

Every thing the Reader may meet with will not appear strictly nouvelle ; but this is a
circumstance unavoidably attending the writer of a tour through a country, which has
been already the subject of so much discussion; but there are certainly many new
circumstances related, which will serve to point out the true character and manners of the
Americans.

The facts came within his own knowledge, or are xxx supported by some honourable
authority; and his motto has ever been,

—— Nothing extenuate, Nor set down aught in Malice.

They will strike every man with the greater force, after the evident partiality of a late
Author, who has been led to represent the Favorers of Independence as possessed of
every amiable qualification, and those who espoused the rights of the Mother Country, as
destitute of common feelings, and humanity itself.

The Author, sensible how much those Subscribers, whose generosity has exceeded the
limits of the subscription, would be hurt by a particular distinction, cojointly renders them
those thanks,

“Which the tried heart that feels alone can give.”
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TRAVELS THROUGH THE INTERIOR PARTS OF AMERICA
TRAVELS THROUGH THE INTERIOR PARTS OF AMERICA LETTER |
Cork, August 8th , 1776

My dear friend,

| RECEIVED vyour letter, dated the 2d instant, and surely nothing can be more flattering
than the warm testimony of regard and friendship every line of it speaks. — It was with
great reluctance you consented to my going into the army, but a dull inactive life neither
suited my circumstances nor my inclination, and an early love of a military one, soon
determined my choice. My time and poor abilities cannot be so well employed, as in the
service of my King and country.

| have no regrets at quitting England, but the loss | must sustain in your pleasant and
improving conversation; and am persuaded you will alleviate as many of those painful
reflections as possible, by taking every opportunity of writing to me.— 2 None shall be
omitted, on my part, of assuring you how often | think of you, and the implicit attention

| shall ever pay to your commands, in giving you a description of persons, places, and
various occurrences — and should | sometimes be too particular on trivial subjects, you
must excuse it, and remember the two prevailing motives you assigned for this kind of
correspondence — the pleasure you was so obliging to say it would afford you, and the
utility you thought it would be of to me, by calling my attention to whatever became in the
least worthy of observation.

This is the last you must expect from me on this side the Atlantic, as in a few days we sail,
with the care of some recruits for the 47th regiment.
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| once more intreat you, my dear friend, to take every opportunity of writing to me, and
believe that time and distance can never abate the respect and friendship with which | am,
Yours, &c.

3
LETTER I

On board the Howe, on the Banks of Newfoundland. Sept. 11th, 1776
My dear friend,

IT would be very ungrateful indeed not to embrace the opportunity, by a ship that is bound
for England, now lying too for letters, to send you a hasty account of the events that have
happened since my departure from Ireland.

You know | had the care of some recruits for the 47th regiment; and as they were
composed of that nation, no less famous for their characteristic errors, than their spirit and
unbounded hospitality, let me relate a casual occurrence or two, in place of novelty, which
cannot be expected, situated as | am, between sky and water.

There were continually some little disputes among these Hibernians. One day, on hearing
a more than usual noise upon deck, | went up to enquire the occasion of it, and learnt

it was a quarrel between two of them. Upon asking the cause of him who appeared the
transgressor, he exclaimed, “Oh! and plaise your Honor, | did nothing to him “at all, at

all’ — when the other hastily replied, “Oh yes, and plaise your Honor, he said as how

he “would take up a stick and blow my brains out.” The peculiar manner in which it was
vociferated, was so truly comic, that | could not refrain from 4 laughter, and merely
reprimanding them, overlooked the offence.

The weather has been very pleasant, 'till a few days previous to our coming on these
Banks, when there ensued a most dreadful storm. The ship was unable to carry the least
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sail, being left to the fury of the driving tempest, it was impossible for any one to keep the
deck, and the helm was lashed hard of weather.

About the third day the storm began to abate, and the evening became almost calm. But
there was such a prodigious swell of the sea, that the ship was expected every moment to
roll her masts overboard: she had driven so much to the leeward, that although we could
not discern land, the yards and rigging were covered with birds, that were blown from it by
the storm.

At this time, one of my recruits coming upon deck, not observing any one there, and the
sea so tremendous, immediately went below, and cried out to his companions, “Oh! by
my soul, honeys, “the sea is very dreadful, and we are all sure to be “drowned, for the
ship's a sinking. However, | “have this consolation, that if she goes to the bottom, “ the
Captain must be accountable for us “when we get to Quebec.” And his fears operated so
powerfully, that he gave a groan, and fainted away.

A few days after this the sea, which before had been so tremendous, and to use the
technical phrase, run mountains high, was now become as 5 calm as a mill-pond. It is
customary, on such weather, in a fleet, for one ship to invite the Captains and passengers
of others to dinner. The mode of invitation on these occasions, is by hoisting a table-cloth
to the ensign-staff.

We hung out this signal, and the Captain of the nearest ship, with an officer, came

on board. After dinner, so sudden and strong a breeze sprung up, as to render their
return very unsafe, and it was two days before they could venture, when even then they
accomplished it with imminent danger.

This is a little anecdote | cannot help wishing to be much noticed, as it might be a caution
to young officers and captains of ships, how they make nautical visits, or upon any
occasion quit their vessels.

Travels through the interior parts of America, by Thomas Anburey, lieutenant in the army of General Burgoyne; with a foreward by
Major-General William Harding Carter ...Volume 1 http://www.loc.gov/resource/lhbtn.0987a



Library of Congress

These Banks may be ranked amongst the many surprising and wonderful works of nature,
being a mountain formed under water, by the slime that is continually washing away from
the Continent. Its extent has never yet been ascertained, but is generally reckoned to

be about 160 leagues long, and 90 broad. About the middle of it is a kind of bay, called
the Ditch. The depth of water varies considerably, being in some places only five, and in
others sixty fathom. The sun is scarcely ever to be discerned, a cold thick fog generally
covering the whole atmosphere, which renders it extremely dangerous to a fleet; for it is at
times a state of total darkness, where a continual firing of guns, or incessant noise 6 of the
drum, can alone prevent the ships running foul of each other.

The winds around these Banks are generally very impetuous; the constant agitation of the
waves, | am informed, is occasioned from the sea being driven by irregular currents, that
beat sometimes on one side and sometimes on the other, striking with great force against
the borders of these Banks, which are every where almost perpendicular, and repel them
with equal violence: and yet, on the Banks themselves, a little from the coast, it is as quiet
as in a bay, except there happens to be a strong and forced wind coming from a great
distance.

When we found we were upon these Banks, which is perceptible without sounding, as the
water changes from an azure blue to a white sandy color, we laid too in order to fish for
cod, the process of which is no less entertaining than surprizing to Europeans.

After baiting the hooks with the entrails of a fowl, in a few minutes we caught a fish, when
the sailors made use of some part of the entrails, as being a better bait, and then drew up
the cod as fast as you can possibly imagine; for though we remained there only half an
hour, we caught as many as would serve the ship's crew the rest of the voyage.

You may wonder by what means they are certain of having caught a fish, with so many
fathom of line out. When it has been a little while in the 7 water, they gently pull it with
the finger and thumb, and if there is a fish, the struggling of it occasions a vibration of the
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line, which is very perceptible, though so many fathoms deep. They then haul it in, and as
soon as the fish comes in view, the water magnifies it to such a size, that it appears almost
Impossible to get it on board; and indeed it requires some dexterity, for on hauling them
out of the water they struggle with such violence, as frequently to work themselves off the
hooks, by entangling the line in the rigging, before they can be got up the ship's side.

But those vessels which particularly follow this business, avoid the inconvenience by
erecting galleries on the outside, from the main-mast to the stern, and sometimes the
whole length of the ship, in which are placed barrels with the tops struck out, and the
fishermen get into these to shelter themselves from the weather. Their stay, | imagine,
cannot be long, as the method of curing is equally as expeditious as the catching them; for
as soon as the cod is caught, they cut out its tongue, and give it to one who immediately
strikes off its head, plucks out its liver and entrails, and giving it to another, the bone is
drawn out as far as the navel; it is then thrown into the hold of the ship, where it is salted
and ranged in piles. The person who salts it is careful to leave sufficient salt between the
rows of fish, to prevent them touching each other, and yet not too much, as either excess
would spoil the cod.

8

The right of fishing upon the Great Bank, by the law of nature, ought to have been
common to all mankind; but England and France, being the only two powers that had
colonies in North America, made no scruple to appropriate to themselves, what Spain
certainly had the greatest claim to, as the original discoverers of it; and who, from

the number of her monks and priests, as well as her religion, might have pleaded the
necessity of keeping. Yet at the conclusion of the last peace, they entirely gave up all
pretensions to it: since which time England and France are the only nations that frequent
those latitudes, and both have frigates continually cruizing, to prevent the encroachments
of other nations.
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The produce of this fishery is certainly a most inexha